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ACADEMY OF MIDDLE EASTERN DANCE 

WEST END & SOUTH BRISBANE 

Bellydance classes for fun, fitness and fantasy!

Sue's Term 2 - Class Schedule Update
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To ensure we are all up-to-date, the following sets out the remaining classes for this term.  So that means that you will have no excuses to shimmy off those winter chills and we will see you then!...

Last class - Term 2 
Monday 21st and Wednesday  23rd June 2010
Remember you can attend on Monday and/or Wednesday nights.

If you missed any classes during Term 2...there will be a 'Make-up' class during the holidays, so read-on for more info. 

Extra holiday classes 
Extra classes are run in the holidays for students who have not been able to attend their ten classes during the term. Classes are free if you missed any classes during the term. You can also attend these classes on a casual basis. The fee is $10 per class.



Scheduled classes are: 

· Saturday 26th June 9am – Beginners

· Saturday 26th June 10am – Intermediates

· Monday 28th June  6:00 – Beginners (please book to ensure numbers) - Ghawazee

· Wednesday 30th June  6-7pm – Beginners(please book to ensure numbers) - Ghawazee

· Wednesday 30th June  7-8pm – Intermediates(please book to ensure numbers) –Classical / new drum

· Saturday 10th July 9.30am – Beginners(please book to ensure numbers)

· Saturday 11th July 10.30am - Intermediates(please book to ensure numbers) – Classical / new drum

Private classes are also available by appointment. Location for all holiday and private classes is 56 Heaslop Terrace, Annerley, Brisbane, QLD 4103. 

Two classes in one night - special rate

For those keen students who would like to do both the Beginners and Intermediates class on Wednesday night - the special rate for the second class is $8.00

Azziza’s Annual Winter Warm-up 2010

Workshops with Egyptian Master Teachers
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rV12lI2geBw&feature=related 

What: Winter Warmup 
When: 3rd to 6th July
Where:   Riverside Receptions, New Farm
50 Oxlade Drive,
New Farm, Brisbane, Australia 

Who: Contact Maria (sismasse@eis.net.au) 

The Brisbane Winter Warmup owes its existance to the efforts of Azziza (Maria Masselos). For the first 13 years it ran from Saturday to Saturday with over 40 hours of workshops by the guest teacher (not including the warm-ups usually taken by AMED's Yasmini) plus lectures, videos, shows, shopping, and Safe Dance Practice lectures and hands on. This year’s master teacher is Aida Nour


Master Teacher - Aida Nour

Aida danced initially with the Alexandria Troupe then later the Reda Troupe the premier folkloric dance group in Egypt.

She is now a master teacher travelling around the world, and a also a famed costume designer.

What is the Winter Warm-Up

This four-day intensive workshop in Egyptian dance styles taught by an Egyptian master-teacher, is organised by our own Maria Masselos ( Azziza ) one of the co-founders of the Academy of Middle Eastern Dance and owner of Azziza's Bellydance Supplies.

This is the fifteenth Winter Warm-Up which started in 1996 with legendary master-teacher Bobby Farrar.

You can attend just a half day workshop or up to the full four days if you wish.

Topics for 2010 Brisbane Winter warmup

Saturday 3 July - Sewa Bedouin (Reda Style) 

Sunday 4 July - Fellahi 

Monday 5 July - Moushah - Andalusian Fusion Reda Style 

Tuesday 6 July - Aida Orientale Style 

Special Workshops Events

Saturday 3rd July – Bazaar – 5-7pm

Sunday 4th July – Performance Concert – 7.30 to 10 pm

Tuesday 6th July – Farewell dinner and performances  - 7-10pm

Venue

Riverside Receptions, New Farm
50 Oxlade Drive,
New Farm, Brisbane, Australia 
For more information about the Winter Warm-Up 2010, please go to the website: http://www.winterwarmup.com.au/workshops.html or contact Maria on 0417 500 747.

If you are keen to polish your skills or perhaps learn new ones...be sure to follow the link for more information.

Term 3 Dates

Term 3 starts 12th July 2010 and finishes on 15th September 2010

Term 3 HAFLA
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Each term, in addition to the normal teaching block, a Workshop and Hafla will be arranged.  Our next one is scheduled for July 31st at one of Brisbanes top Turkish restaurants.

Its time for our 'Student Night Out' or 'Hafla' ( Belly Dance Party ).  These women’s dance functions are always fun. Music, food and dance are the order of the evening allowing students to dress up, freeform dance and "strut their stuff", just having fun while effectively building confidence in a relaxed and casual atmosphere.  To use a well termed phrase "Let your hair down". 

Its all about having fun, No pressure....so bring a girlfriend or two to share the fun and you can introduce her to the amazing joy of Bellydance.

Cost: $45 ea. includes 3 course meal, dancing and frivolity (payment in advance)
Date: @ 6:30pm on Saturday the 31st July, 2010
Venue: Effes One, Albion (link to restaurant below)
Attire: Anything Bellydance
Contact: Moya Harvey (romboya@hotmail.com) to book

What is happening in Term 3?

Term 3 runs for 10 weeks from Monday 12th July to Wednesday 15th September 2010.

Term 3 is traditionally a big term because we are preparing for our public performances at Indian Cultural festivals, Dancing in the Streets at Southbank, The Brisbane Exhibition and the 22nd Annual Middle Eastern Dance Extravaganza at the Exhibition Showgrounds. These performances are open to all interested beginners and intermediate students.

We will be performing at the Multicultural Village at the Exhibition and will need to be there at 6:00pm at the latest to ensure we are ready for the 6:45 performance. It is very easy to get lost in the maze of streets so please set out early.

The beginners students will be preparing a Ghawazee choreography for these shows. In addition, those beginners who would like to also do part of the fan veil choreography will be incorporated into that. Beginners students wishing to do the fan veil must be available to attend the Intermediate class on Wednesday nights for 4 nights in July, as wel as rehearse with the Intermediates class twice in July-August.

The intermediate/advanced students are learning a classical Egyptian dance ending in a drum solo, plus sharpening up their fan veil skills. They are also continuing to develop their finger cymbals in preparation for an Egyptian saiidi stick and finger cymbals in the latter part of the year.

Payment for Term 3

Please remember to pay by Wednesday 7th July.

$140 – Adult

$120 – Concession

$100 – School student

Fees can be paid by cheque, cash, or direct debit. 

Important dates in Term 3 - so far ( more to be added)

First class of the term

6.15pm
Monday
12th July

Dancing in the Streets

PM

Saturday
July/ August

Rehearsal for Extravaganza
TBA
Wednesday/Sunday
11th August/22nd August

The Brisbane Exhibition

6.45 pm

Friday 

13th August

Extra Extrav rehearsal if req

10:00am

Sunday
29th August


Extravaganza



1:00-5:00pm

Sunday
29th August

Last class of the term

6.15 & 7.15pm
Wednesday
15th Sep

Three additional performances at Indian Festivals will occur over July -  November. Dates TBA

 Ghawazee

The Ghawazee dancers of Egypt were a group of female and male travelling dancers. Like most forms of oriental dance, much of the history of the Ghawazee dancers is unknown due to a lack of historical documentation. An ethnic group that has been exoticized in Western travel literature regarding and cinema portraying Egypt since the 18th century, they are seen as particularly sensual and are probably the origin for the contemporary notion of belly dance.

The Ghawazee were banished from Cairo to Upper Egypt by Muhammad Ali. Typically, the Ghawazee are represented as Gypsies, with a particular attention to their music and dance styles, featuring mizmars and heavy bass lines.[1]
The Ghawazee perform unveiled in the streets. Rapid hip movement and use of brass hand castanets characterize their energetic dance. Musicians of their tribe usually accompanied them in their dance.

The Ghawazee considered themselves a distinct race apart from the rest of the Egyptians. They claimed to be descendents of ancient Egyptians, possibly the class of female dancers who amused the Egyptians in the times of the Pharaohs. The members of this tribe generally did not marry outside their own people. Most members marry, but hold off doing so until their careers as dancers are over. The husband is subject to the wife and performs for her the offices of a servant and procurer as well as an accompanist to her dancing. Their lifestyle is similar to that of a gypsy in that they travel from one town to another and take work as it comes, being a main attraction at celebrations throughout Egypt. 
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19th century Ghawazee dancers (above)

The language of the Ghawazee is the same as the rest of the Egyptians; but they sometimes make use of a number of words peculiar to themselves in order to render their speech unintelligible to strangers. They are Muslim in faith and often make the pilgrimage to Mecca.

Particularly well known are the Banat Maazin family, Nawar gypsies that settled in Luxor and were filmed in the 70's and 80's. Many consider the Maazin family to be the only practicing family left of the original line of Ghawazee dancers.
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The Benat Maazlin sisters – 1980

The style of dance and costuming of the Ghawazee has been especially influential in crafting the look of American Tribal Style Belly Dance. Traditional Ghawazee dress consists of an Ottoman coat with slits, known as a Yelek or entari. The abdomen is covered by these coats. Turkish harem pants are worn under these coats. The coats are typically ankle-length, though some modern Ghawazee troupes wear a shorter version over a full, knee-length skirt. Ghawazee dancers often adorn their heads with elaborate headresses, with dancers often accompanying themselves by playing zills, or small cymbals that are used by dancers in many forms of Oriental dance.

Ghawazee Definitions from the the 19th Century

Ghazeeyeh : The singular of a woman in the Ghawazee tribe 

Ghazee : The singular of a man in the Ghawazee  tribe 

Ginks : A group of male dancers in Egypt, who were considered of a very low and vulgar position, who tried to pretend to be part of Ghawazee.These men were generally Jews, Armenians, Greeks, and Turks. 

Khawals : small number of young male performers who impersonated the women of the Ghawazee and their dance.  The Khawals were Muslims and natives of Egypt. They were known to impersonate every aspect of the women including their dance and use of castanets. Their appearance, however, was both female as well as male. They wore a tight vest, a girdle as well as a petticoat. However, their appearance was more female than male. They grew their hair very long, plucked out any facial hair, applied kohl and henna and even sometimes veiled their faces in public. They are sometimes preferred to the Ghawazee at festivals and often dance at public celebrations as well. [2]
Reference: From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Contact: Susan Buntine

3391 5873

0422 627 927

www.brisbanebellydancing.com.au
susanamed@mac.com 
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